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A. An occurrence which constitutes a breakdown condition, and which persists 

only until the end of the production run or 24-hours, whichever is sooner 

(except for continuous r.ior.itorinri equipmejlt, for which the period shall be 

ninety-six (96) hours), shpll constitute a violation of ari_y applicable 

emission li~itation or restriction prescribed ~y these rules and renulations~ 

however, no enforcement action may be taken provided that the O\·.·ner or 

operator demonstrates to the Air Pollution Control nfficer that a breakdo1·:n 

condition exists and t~e followin9 requirenents are ~et: 

1. The owner or op~rator subf'llits the notification required by sub­

paragraph c.l.; and 

2. The owner or operator ihimediately undertakes appropriate corrective 

.measures and cornzs into co~pliance. 

3. The Air Pollution Control Officl?r deteriilin~s that the attainment or 

maintenance of applicable Ambient ,~ir Quaiity Standards \·Jill not be 

endangered. 

/ 
B. An occurrence which constitutes a breakdo~n condi ion shall not persist 

longer than the end of the production run or ·-hours, ~hichever is 

sooner (except for continuous r.ion i tor in~ ca i pnent, for \•1hi ch the period 

shall be nin~ty-six (96) hours), e owner or operator has.obtained 

an emergency variance. 

If the breakdoi,.m condition '!Jill eit,her require more than t\·1enty-four (24) 

hours to correct or pt!rsist lor.~/than th~~d of the production run . 

(except for continuous monitorii.~ equipnent, fo~ \·.rhich the period shall 

' be ninet!1-six (95) hours), th~ o~rner or operator rnay, in lieu of shutdm·m, 
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request the f,; r Pollution Control Cf ficer to cornrn~nce the ernersency vari a nee 

procedure s~t forth in Rule 517. 

C. Brea kdo\·•n Procedurt?s 

1. The O\·mer or operator shall notify th•= ~.ir Pollution. Control Officer 

of any occurrence \·.rhicl; constitutes a breakdm·m condition; such 

notification shall identify the time, specific location, equipment 

i nvo 1 ved, and (to the extent knm·m) the cause { s) of the occurrence, 

and shall be ~iven as soon as reasonably possible, but no 1eter than 

two (2) hours after its detection. 

2. The Air Pollution Control Officer shall establish written proce~ures 

and guidelines, including appropriate fort"1s for 100~in~ of initial 

reports, investi<Jation, and enforcer;;ent follo~-1-up, to ensure that all 

reported breakdO\·m occurrences are handled unifornly to final disposition. 

3. Upon receipt of notification pursuant to sub~ara~raph b.1. the ~ir 

Pollution Control Officer shall prornotly investigate and deter~ine . 
whether the occurrence constitutes a break~own condition. If the Air 

Pollution Control Officer determines that the occurrence does not 

constitute a brea~dowr. condition, the Air Pollution Con~rol Officer may 

_take appropriate enforcement actinn, includina, but not li~ited to 

seeking fines, an abatement order, or an injunction a2ainst further 

' operation. 

D. Reportin~ ~equire~ents 

Hithin 10 days iifter a breakdo1·m occurrence h:\s been corrected, the owner 

or operator shall subnit a \'!ritten report to the ~.ir Pollution Control 

' Officer which includes: 
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1. ,".statement that the occ1Jrre!'1ce has been corrected, torrether·"'rith 

the date of correction an~ ~roof of corn9liance; 

2. A specific stat~ment of the reason(s) or cause(s) from the occurrence 

sufficient to ena~le the ~ir Pollution Control Officer to determine 

whether the occurrenc~ was a breakrlo~~ condition: 

3. A description of the corrective measures undertaken and/or to be 

undertaken to avoid SYCh an occurrance in the future (the Air Pollution 

Control Officer may, at the request of the o•:mer or operator, for 

good cause, extend uo to 30 days the deadline for sub~itting the 

description required by this subpara~raph); 

4. P..n estimate of the emissions caused by the occurrence; and . 
5. Pictures cf the equip~ent or controls which failed, if available. 

E. Burden of Proof 

The burden shall be on the owner or operator of the source to provide 

sufficient information to deMonstrate that a breakdo!-1n did occur. If the 

owner or operator fai1s to provide sufficient infor~ation, the Air Pollution 

Control Officer shall undertake approoriate enforcement action. 

F. Failure to Cor.iply Nith Reportinry f?eC!uirenem:s 

Any failure to comply, or comply in a timely manner, with the reportin~ 

requirements establishad in subpara~r~phs c.1 and d.1 throu~h d.5 of this 

Rule shall constitute a separatP. violation of this nule. 

G. False Clai~in" of Oreakdo~n Occurre~ce 

It shall constitute a se~arate violation of this Rule fnr a~y person to 

' file \·Iith the J'.ir Pollution Control Officer a report which falsely, or viith-

out probable cause, cl!ims that an occurrence is a breakdown occurrence • 
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h. Hearinq Board Standards and ~11idelines 

The Hearin~ 8oard shall adopt standards and guidelines consistent with 

this Rule to assist the c~airperson or ot~er rlesionated Member(s) of the 

Hearing Board in deterrninin~ whether to r;rant or deny an ernerr.ency variance, 

and to assist the Air Pollution Control Officer in the enforce~ent of this 

Rule. 

I. Definition 

For the purposes of this Rule, a breakdown condition means an unforeseeable 

failure or malfunction of 1) any air pollution control equipment, or related 

operatinq equipment, which causes a violation of any emission li~itation 

or restriction orescriberl by these rules and regulations, or by State law, 

or 2) any in-stack continucus rnonitorin~ eouiprnent, wher~ such failure or 

rnalfunction 

1. is not the result of nerlect or disre~ard of any air pollution control 

law or rule or regulation; 

2. is not intentional or the result of nenligence; 

3. is not the result of improper maintenance; 

4. does not constitute a nuisance; 

5. is not a ·recurrent breakdo~m of t~c same equipment. 

' 
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